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Gallery Director’s Report for July and August 2021 – Sarah Milton, Gallery Director 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome Everyone!  

I am honored and thrilled to be NSAA’s new Gallery Director! Thank you so much for this amazing opportunity. I 

enjoy working with all of you very much and look forward to working on many great projects with you for many 

years to come. 

This season’s art sales from exhibitions and the showroom are strong at $50,694 in comparison to last year’s art 

sales during COVID at $6,050.  

We are experiencing a high volume of daily visitation and repeat visitors coming back regularly to explore 

everything NSAA has to offer. It is a lively and engaging time at NSAA during July and August with inspiring 

exhibitions, artist demonstrations, gallery discussions, receptions, and workshops. We are thrilled to see all of you 

again in person and we look forward to seeing you often!  

Exhibitions: 

NSAA displayed fourteen (14) exhibits during July and August 2021, with thirteen (13) shows on-site, and one (1) 

show off-site at the Chamber of Commerce. The exhibits are beautifully installed and are inviting to artist 

members, local and distant visitors, collectors, and volunteers and their guests.  

Education:  

Twelve (12) artist demonstrations in July and August engaged NSAA members and the local community with an 

average of thirty (27-30) guests per demo. One (1) pastel workshop by Shelly Eager was very well attended. One 

(1) gallery discussion titled “Retrospective Reminiscing: Painting on Cape Ann in the 70s through the 90s,” sharing 

the life and art of Michael Stoffa (1923-2001) with stories by local artists, friends, and family had a fantastic 

turnout.  

Community Outreach:  

• Partnered with Rocky Neck Cultural District creating Thursday night art events in July & August with seven 

(7) artist member demos scheduled.  

• Rocky Neck Art Colony was extremely grateful to NSAA’s for being able to use our Studio Gallery for their 

rained out plein air workshop on August 5, 2021. To express their gratitude, they gave NSAA members a 

discount to attend the workshop and promoted NSAA’s 2021 demos on their website.  

• Four (4) new volunteers from the community are assisting with artist demos and exhibit receiving. 

Volunteers are inviting their friends and families to visit the NSAA and attending the artist demos and 

exhibits on a regular basis.  

• The Gallery Director is attending Chamber of Commerce meetings on behalf of NSAA 



• The Gallery Director is making weekly visits to art galleries on Cape Ann to see what is happening locally 

and inviting gallery owners, artists, and art appreciators/collectors to come and see what NSAA is doing 

and has to offer. Passing out business cards and artist demo schedules. 

 

Publicity/Marketing: 

NSAA is reaching a wider audience and connecting with the local community through the website, social media, 

word of mouth, and promoting with the press on a daily and weekly basis. We encourage members, volunteers, 

and interns to promote their shows, demos, and workshops at NSAA as much as possible. 

 

Volunteers:  

Volunteers are instrumental in contributing new skills and knowledge to NSAA and then taking what NSAA has to 

offer back into the community. We have dedicated volunteers from the community and from the membership, 

and they are assisting with artist demos, exhibition receiving, receptions, and promoting NSAA events on their 

own social media - Thank you for all your help and support!  

 

NSAA is excited to welcome more volunteers! There are multiple ways for you to expand your passion and 

contribute your skills and knowledge at NSAA. If you are interested in volunteering, please reach out to Sarah 

Milton at sarahmilton@nsarts.org. 

 

Current and Future Goals: 

• The Community Engagement Committee is working diligently to ensure NSAA’s relevance and 

sustainability continues far into the future by creating engaging opportunities for art appreciators and 

artists of all ages and levels of experience.  

• Planning and organizing for NSAA’s 100th anniversary. 

• Promoting the online gallery to increase art sales and boost foot traffic. 

• Two (volunteers) are scheduled to start inventorying NSAA’s permanent collection with guidance from the 

Gallery Director within the month. Once complete, we will start exhibiting, lending, and borrowing with 

the Cape Ann Museum, other museums, and art associations.  

 

Special Thanks: 

Linda Cote is doing a fantastic job making NSAA’s latest news and exhibitions accessible on the website and social 

media to members, the community, and more diverse audiences. Thank you so much Linda for everything you 

contribute and your dedication to NSAA!!! 

 

Kathy Staab is doing a great job organizing and installing the exhibitions. All the shows look great, and they are 

well received. Thank you so much Kathy for all your hard work and for everything you contribute to NSAA! 

 

The Board of Trustees is doing an excellent job working together to honor NSAA legacy and planning for the 

future, especially entering NSAA’s centennial. It is exciting what the future holds, and we are grateful for all your 

dedication and contributions. Thank you! 

 

 

Best wishes and respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Milton, NSAA Gallery Director 

mailto:sarahmilton@nsarts.org

